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One of my favorite stories—and I be-
lieve Senator NELSON shared this the
other night—is this one that I wanted
to close with. He and I ran into this at
Ave Maria Catholic University, which
is literally out in the Everglades, be-
tween Naples and Miami. We went out
there to visit, and we were told ex-
traordinary stories of some of their
students.

On the night before the storm, there
were about 300 migrants from nearby
communities—many of whom are prob-
ably undocumented, in the country il-
legally—who didn’t want to evacuate.
They were afraid of being deported. Ul-
timately, they saw that the storm was
bad. They showed up at Ave Maria. Ave
Maria opened its doors and welcomed
them into the gym. There were stu-
dents who stayed behind and played
with the Kkids, entertained the Kkids
throughout the storm, and took care of
them.

What was really uplifting was the
story of two nursing students. Right
before the storm hit, right before you
could no longer go out, the sheriff’s of-
fice shows up at Ave Maria with eight
seniors from a nearby ALF. The staff
at the ALF quit. They literally left.
They didn’t show up. They abandoned
them. The sheriff’s office brings them,
and these two nursing students bring
the eight seniors into their dorms.
They brought them into the women’s
dorm and cared for them for two days,
triaging the medicine they needed to
take, understanding how to do this,
that, and the other. These are amazing
stories about these young people. If
there is any doubt about the future of
America, think about the extraor-
dinary work these young people put in.
Nobody told them to do it. They could
have left. They could have gone back
to wherever they were from, but they
stayed and took care of them.

We have a long way to go, but we
want to thank all the people for the
great wishes we got from all of my col-
leagues and from people around the
country. This is a storm that impacts
Florida in ways we are going to feel for
a long time.

Let me close by asking all of you to
take a moment tonight, if you can and
you wish, to pray for the island of
Puerto Rico, a U.S. Territory, where
millions of our fellow Americans are
staring down the barrel of the most
powerful storm that ever has perhaps
hit that island, and this after already
getting hit by Irma just a week ago. It
has the potential to be an extraor-
dinary catastrophe. We pray that is not
the case. I hope we stand ready to as-
sist our fellow Americans on the island
of Puerto Rico. Let’s pray for them to-
night because tomorrow morning is
going to be a very difficult time for
them as this extraordinary hurricane,
Hurricane Maria, is about to slam right
into them.

With that, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.
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Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

STAFF SERGEANT AARON BUTLER

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, it is with
great reverence that I rise today to pay
tribute to one of Utah’s great soldiers,
SSG Aaron Butler, who was tragically
killed on August 16, 2017, by an impro-
vised explosive device in Nangarhar
Province, Afghanistan. On that fateful
day, Butler was searching for Islamic
State loyalists in a booby-trapped
building and was caught in an explo-
sion that took his life and injured 11 of
his comrades.

Staff Sergeant Butler was a member
of the Bravo Company, lst Battalion,
19th Special Forces Group of the Utah
National Guard. Butler’s desire to
serve in our Nation’s military started
at a young age when, as a first-grader,
he told his family he would grow up to
be a soldier. His actual military service
began in high school when he enlisted
in the Utah National Guard. Staff Ser-
geant Butler continued to look for op-
portunities to make a difference, and a
few years later, he began the very dif-
ficult Special Forces training. He grad-
uated from this program with honors
on January 14, 2016. He deemed it a tre-
mendous honor to don the Green Beret.

Butler has been described as a nat-
ural leader, an accomplished athlete,
and an adventurous soul. As a young
man, he excelled in football and wres-
tling. In fact, through talent and sheer
determination, Butler became a four-
time State wrestling champion, only
the 17th wrestler in Utah history to ac-
complish such a feat. He loved the out-
doors and embraced the scouting pro-
gram, earning the rank of Eagle Scout.

Butler loved to serve his fellow men
and women and did it in variety of
ways including, as a full-time mis-
sionary for the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints in the Ghana Cape
Coast Mission in Africa. During this
time, he spent months improving the
infrastructure and daily lives of those
living there. He also brought a message
of peace and testified of the love our
Savior, Jesus Christ, has for all his
children.

I have been deeply touched by the
many tributes and words of honor of-
fered on behalf of this courageous sol-
dier since this tragedy occurred. He
was a truly remarkable young man and
a seasoned soldier who possessed an un-
wavering commitment to what is right
and good.

Butler also had a great love for our
Nation’s military. His Special Forces
teammates described him as a ‘‘war-
rior,” an ‘‘incredible man, teammate,
and friend,” and someone who ‘‘fought
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with everything he had to the very
end,” but perhaps the greatest tribute
paid to this brave soldier was simply
stated by his brother, Shane Butler,
who said, ‘‘[Aaron] showed us how to
live.”

Butler leaves behind his loving par-
ents, Randy and Laura Butler of Mon-
ticello, UT; six brothers and one sister;
his fiancee, Alexandra Seagrove, and
many neighbors, fellow soldiers, and
friends.

The men and women of our Nation’s
military are my heroes. I honor them
for their courage, their service, and
their sacrifice. I am deeply humbled by
this young man’s life and his willing-
ness to pay the ultimate sacrifice. May
God bless the friends and family of
Staff Sergeant Butler with peace and
comfort at this difficult time. I am cer-
tain Aaron’s life will have a lasting im-
pact on his family, his community, and
the country he loved.

—————

REMEMBERING FRAN JARRELL

Mr. MCcCCONNELL. Mr. President,
today I wish to remember the life of
Fran Jarrell, of Paintsville, KY, who
passed away on August 27, 2017, at the
age of 72.

For many years, Fran was a driving
force in her community. She served on
numerous public committees and
boards, supporting the efforts of orga-
nizations from the mentoring com-
mittee for Community of Hope to the
Paintsville Garden Club. She also was a
member of the Paintsville City Council
for many years, dedicating herself to
making the community a better place
to live and work. Most recently, Fran
was the executive director of the
Paintsville/Johnson County Chamber
of Commerce, where she was com-
mitted to bringing economic develop-
ment and opportunity to the area. In
her numerous roles, Fran worked to
bring out the beauty and possibilities
of her city.

The Paintsville community mourned
Fran’s passing. Flowers decorated the
entire downtown area as a tribute to
her life, her passion, and her dedication
to others. Elaine and I send our condo-

lences to Fran’s children, sisters,
grandchildren, and great-grand-
children.

————

PROTECTING CIVIL SOCIETY
ACTIVISTS

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I want to
speak briefly about a provision that
was included for the first time by my-
self and Senator LINDSEY GRAHAM in
the fiscal year 2018 Department of
State and Foreign Operations appro-
priations bill, which was reported
unanimously by the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee on September 7.

Specifically, the committee-reported
bill includes $15 million to implement a
U.S. interagency strategy, led by the
Assistant Secretary of State for De-
mocracy, Human Rights, and Labor, to
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